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PREFACE

This book is an outcome of my teaching, learning and research
activities at Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) from February
1999 to July 2003. UNIMAS was established in 1992; it is the eighth
Malaysian public university. The Faculty of Economics and Business
at UNIMAS was opened in 1996. | joined as one of the faculty
members three years later. Since then, economic development in
Sarawak has become one of my main research interests.

In 2002, | wrote my first paper on the economic development
in Sarawak which examined the relationship between primary
commodities trade and economic performance. The paper was
subsequently published in the Sarawak Development Journal, a
publication of the Sarawak Development Institute. Since then, |
have written several papers on various issues pertaining to
Sarawak’'s economic development. Many of these studies were
published in the Sarawak Development Journal and presented at
various international conferences.

When | joined UNIMAS, the Dean of the Faculty of Economics
and Business was Professor Dr Rajah Rasiah, who is a well-known
economist. | embarked on the path of economic research under
his academic guidance, and | am very grateful to him for the advice
and encouragement he gave me. In the ensuing years, Professor
Dr Osman Rani Hassan and Professor Dr Shazali Abu Mansor
became the faculty’s deans. As a researcher, | have greatly
benefited from the advice, encouragement, guidance and academic
camaraderie of these three distinguished academicians and the
rich intellectual environment in UNIMAS.

Fumitaka Furuoka

School of Business and Economics
Universiti Malaysia Sabah

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia
January 2011
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