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Preface

This book is based on my research while pursuing PhD at 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom in 
2006. It focuses on Malaysia’s relations with Saudi Arabia 

from 1957 until 2003. The main reason for choosing Malaysia 
and Saudi Arabia as the case study is because both countries have 
significant	characteristics	which	they	largely	share	with	most	of	
the other small states such as the overwhelming dominance of one 
single political party and the idiosyncratic element that govern 
the administration of these two countries (Barisan Nasional – led 
by UMNO party for Malaysia and the Al-Saud family for Saudi 
Arabia), the dependent position (as peripheral states) in the 
international political economy, and also sharing co-ideological 
affiliation	of	Islam.	These	shared	characteristics,	 in	some	ways,	
could indirectly give alternative answers to the analysis of small 
states’ foreign policies or their behaviours, and also to some 
extent, it will lead for this study to presume that the degree of 
Malaysia’s relations with Saudi Arabia is intimately closer.

 Upon the employment of the multi-level approach with the 
incorporation	of	 the	 empirical	 textuality,	 I	have	 identified	 four	
key-determining	factors	that	largely	influence	Malaysia’s	relations	
with Saudi Arabia. Those factors are: the nature of state and 
political governance interests, economic determinants, religious 
affiliation,	 and	 membership	 in	 small	 states’	 organizations.	
Throughout the discussion in the following chapters of this book, 
however, the study has found that the four key-determining 
factors do not uniformly indicate that the character of Malaysia’s 
relations with Saudi Arabia is intimate. Instead, the relations are 
variable according to the four-determining factors discussed. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



xii

 I believe that this study has supplied two main original 
contributions for the development of knowledge in the 
international	 relations	 field.	 Firstly,	 the	 analysis	 of	 Malaysia’s	
relations with Saudi Arabia can be considered as a ‘pioneering 
study’, and secondly, the employment of the multi-level approach 
with the incorporation of the empirical textuality may encourage 
other researchers to evaluate any bilateral relations between two 
countries,	 specifically	 those	 originating	 from	 different	 regions,	
by concentrating both domestic and international factors, and 
also the question of small states’ autonomy in shaping their own 
foreign policies, in order to understand better the foreign policy 
or the behaviour. 

Asmady Idris
Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Heritage
Universiti Malaysia Sabah
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia
March 2015
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