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ONE 

SYNOPSIS 

Before the fateful 11 September 2001, human rights was among key issues 

being debated at the international level. With a global population of six billion and rising, 

the neglect of human rights, whether apparent or not, could not be avoided. These 

rights are the claims made on political authorities in which every human being is said to 

be entitled to. Many countries, particularly developing and Third World, believe that the 

laws protecting human rights are far from universal in nature. Rights are subject to 

numerous conditions present in the society of a given country, such as religion and 

culture. Modern thinking brings into focus three generations of rights; the first being 

broadly political, the second focuses on economic and social rights, and the third build 

on the rights of the people. This research seeks to determine why a number of Asian 

countries, particularly Malaysia, feel that the issue of human rights needs to be tailored 

to fit the specific needs of a given country. Particular attention would also be given to 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the extent to wish Malaysia has 

been willing to be party of the covenants. 



SINOPSIS 

Sebelum tragedi 11 September 2001, hak asasi manusia merupakan antara isu yang 

semakin hangat diperdebatkan di arena antarabanngsa. Dengan kepadatan penduduk 

dunia mencecah enam billion, pengabaian hak asasi manusia tidak dapat dielakkan. Hak 

asasi manusia ini dikatakan sebagai hak yang sepatutnya diberikan atau dilindungi oleh 

penguatkuasa politik kepada rakyat. Kebanyakan negara, terutamanya negara dunia 

. ketiga percaya bahawa undang-undang yang melindungi hak asasi manusia sebenarnya 

tidak universal. Hak asasi yang diberikan semua tertakluk kepada agama, budaya dan 

sejarah sesuatu masyarakat. Pemikiran moden kini tertumpu kepada tiga generasi hak 

asasi manusia; pertama hak politik, kedua memfokus kepada hak ekonomi dan sosial, 

dan yang ketiga adalah hak individu. Penyelidikan ini cuba melihat mengapa beberapa 

negara Asia, khususnya Malaysia, menganggap bahawa penentuan hak asasi manusia 

mestilah berdasarkan kepada keperluan sesebuah negara. Tumpuan akan diberikan 

kepada Deklarasi Universal Hak Asasi Manusia 1948 dan sejauh mana Malaysia ingin 

patuh kepada undang-undang antarabangsa. 
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