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ABSTRACT
We report the discovery of Hoploscopini larvae (Lepidoptera: Crambidae: Heliothelinae) on

ferns at the southern slopes of Mount Kinabalu (Sabah, Borneo). The COI barcode of the larvae

assigns them to the genus Hoploscopa. We provide the first detailed description of the larval

stage for this tribe. Among Crambidae, these larvae are most similar to Crambinae larvae but

differ in the presence of two L setae on A9, a character state that is present in Acentropinae

and Schoenobiinae. We discuss the presence and distribution of L setae on A9 in Crambidae.
Our observations of these larvae on this host plant and published host plant data support our

hypothesis that larvae of the entire tribe Hoploscopini may be fern-feeders.


