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ABSTRACT

The value of wood carving motifs design created by the Bajau Sama craftsmens in Kota Belud is
one of the uniqueness inherited by the Bajau ethnic groups in Sabah. This study discusses the
uniqueness of Bajau wood carving motifs design with a bird as its source of inspiration. The
subject of birds is appreciated in the design of Bajau traditional weapons. Birds that are used
include burung Pimping, roasters (manuk) and dragons (naga). This study interpretes the value
of Bajau woodcarvers in the design of bird-based motifs and their relationship to the cultural
value of the Bajau Sama community in Kota Belud. This study has applied the process of collecting
primary and secondary data. The primary data involved interviews with Bajau woodcarvers and
observation of the carved motifs. Meanwhile, secondary data were collected from rjournals and
books related to the art of wood carving in Malay world. The authors apply the principles of
traditional Malay art and craft and the Semantic Differential method in analyzing the wood carving
motifs. This observation is expected to provide a general understanding in the effort to fill in the
literature gap of documentation and interpretation of the Bajau Sama motifs design especially on
the subject of bird.



