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ABSTRACT 
 
In driving sustainable tourism, the concept of carrying capacity in tourism needs to be applied. 
This concept of carrying capacity gives a comprehensive emphasis in the development of 
tourism whether in physical, social or economic aspects. If this concept is applied, it is in 
determining the situation in a tourist destination whether it is still in a state that can be 
accepted by the stakeholders in tourism, namely tourists, locals and tour operators. In this 
paper, emphasis is given to social carrying capacity in tourism which is one of the parts in 
tourism carrying capacity. This social capacity is the most difficult part to examine because it 
involves unequal perceptions and views from various parties. It involves interactions between 
tourists and tourists that cover issues of congestion and the quality of their tourism and 
interactions between tourists and locals or hosts that involve issues of their quality of life. Due 
to that, this social capacity is quite difficult to implement in some tourist areas. 


