Ensuring Urban Food Security in Malaysia during the COVID-19 Pandemic—Is Urban

Farming the Answer? A Review
ABSTRACT

Urbanization and related insufficiency of food sources is due to the high urban population,
insufficient urban food sources, and inability of some urban communities to afford food due to
rising costs. Food supply can also be jeopardized by natural and man-made disasters, such as
warfare, pandemics, or any other calamities which result in the destruction of crop fields and
disruption of food distribution. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the impact of such calamities
on the fresh food supply chain in Malaysia, especially when the Movement Control Order (MCO)
policy was first implemented. The resulting panic buying caused some food shortage, while more
importantly, the fresh food supply chain was severely disrupted, especially in urban areas, in the
early stages of implementation. In this regard, urban farming, while a simple concept, can have
a significant impact in terms of securing food sources for urban households. It has been used in
several countries such as Canada, The Netherlands, and Singapore to ensure a continuous food
supply. This paper thus attempted to review how the pandemic has affected Malaysian
participation in urban farming and, in relation to that, the acceptance of urban farming in Malaysia
and the initiatives and approaches of local governmental and non-governmental organisations in
encouraging the urban community to participate in urban farming through peer-reviewed journal
articles and other articles related to urban agriculture using the ROSES protocol. About 93 articles
were selected after screening to ensure that the articles were related to the study. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the surge in Malaysians’ awareness of the importance of urban farming has
offered great opportunities for the government to encourage more Malaysian urban communities
to participate in urban farming activities. Limitations such as relevant knowledge, area, and space,
however, are impediments to urban communities’ participation in these activities. Government
initiatives, such as the Urban Community Garden Policy (Dasar Kebun Komuniti Bandar (DKKB)),
are still inadequate as some issues are still not addressed. Permanent Food Production Parks
(TKPM) and technology-driven practices are seen as possible solutions to the primary problem of
land and space. Additionally, relevant stakeholders play a crucial role in disseminating relevant
and appropriate knowledge and methodology applicable for urban farming. Partnerships between
government agencies, the education sector, and the private sector are necessary to develop
modern urban agricultural technologies as well as knowledge, knowhow, and supports to build

and sustain urban community participation in urban farming activities.



