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ABSTRAK 
 

Program homestay di negara sedang membangun (NSM) seperti Malaysia telah diberi 
perhatian sejak dua dekad lalu terutama terhadap pembangunan komuniti luar bandar 
dan projek pembangunan luar bandar. Pembangunan komuniti luar bandar melalui 
aktiviti pelancongan telah mendedahkan komuniti miskin di kawasan luar bandar agar 
merebut peluang untuk melibatkan diri dalam aktiviti pelancongan. Ini sekaligus 
sebagai platform untuk menambahkan pendapatan mereka. Program homestay telah 
dikenalpasti sebagai satu projek pelancongan luar bandar yang mampu memberi kesan 
positif kepada komuniti luar bandar jika mereka aktif dalam program ini. Kajian ini 
dilakukan di Pulau Bum Bum melibatkan dua buah kampung iaitu Kampung Look Butun 
dan Kampung Gellam-Gellam yang berpotensi untuk dijadikan destinasi pelancongan 
melalui program homestay. Program homestay telah dikenalpasti sebagai satu aktiviti 
pelancongan yang berasaskan komuniti boleh dijalankan sekiranya mendapat 
sokongan para stakeholders. Komuniti nelayan di kawasan kajian atau lebih dikenali 
sebagai komuniti pengkultur menjalankan aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut sebagai 
pekerjaan utama harian mereka. Aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut boleh dijadikan 
sebagai satu produk pelancongan melalui program homestay. Ia berpotensi untuk 
memberi manfaat ekonomi sampingan kepada komuniti yang berminat untuk terlibat 
dalam program ini. Oleh itu, kajian ini memfokuskan pembangunan program homestay 
berasaskan aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut di Kampung Look Butun dan Kampung 
Gellam-Gellam. Program ini boleh memberi kesan positif kepada pengusaha homestay 
jika mereka terlibat dengan aktif. Kajian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif 
sebagai pendekatan utama. Kaedah kutipan data pelbagai (mixed methods) seperti 
temubual mendalam, survei, pemerhatian di lapangan, dokumen sekunder telah 
digunakan untuk mendapatkan data. Hasil kajian ini mendapati bahawa pihak komuniti 
setempat dan stakeholders mempunyai pandangan positif terhadap pembangunan 
pelancongan homestay berasaskan aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut di kawasan 
mereka. Produk pelancongan homestay dan aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut 
mempunyai potensi besar untuk dijadikan sebagai produk pelancongan. Perkara ini 
dipersetujui oleh komuniti setempat dan pihak stakeholders. Selain daripada itu, kajian 
ini juga mendapati komuniti setempat dan pihak stakeholders menjangkakan kesan 
positif lebih besar daripada kesan negatif apabila penubuhan program homestay 
dilaksanakan. Walau bagaimanapun, terdapat cabaran-cabaran dalaman dan luaran 
yang telah dikenalpasti sebagai penghalang utama yang menyekat projek 
pembangunan pelancongan ini. Berdasarkan hasil kajian ini, potensi pembangunan 
pelancongan homestay berasaskan aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut di Pulau Bum Bum 
adalah terhad disebabkan perancangan pelancongan tidak bersistematik.  
 
Kata kunci: Aktiviti pengkulturan rumpai laut, Program homestay, Penyertaan komuniti, 
Pulau Bum Bum 
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ABSTRACT 
 

POTENTIAL OF HOMESTAY TOURISM DEVELOPMENT BASED ON SEAWEED 
CULTIVATION ACTIVITY IN THE DISTRICT OF SEMPORNA, SABAH, 

MALAYSIA 
 

Since two decades ago, homestay programme in developing countries such as Malaysia 

has piqued many interests in terms of rural community development in rural 

development projects. The development of rural communities through tourism boosted 

the confidence of the poor who are based in rural areas so that they have the chance 

to engage in tourism activities that served as a platform for them to generate 

additional income. Homestay programme has been identified as a rural tourism project 

that could deliver a positive impact on rural communities as long as they participate in 

the programme. This study was conducted in Bum Bum Island involving two villages 

namely Look Butun Village and Gellam-Gellam Village that shown potential to become 

a tourist destination and homestay programme has been identified as one of the 

community-based tourism activities that can be carried out with the support of various 

stakeholders. The fisherman community, also known as cultivator community cultivate 

seaweeds as their main job daily. Seaweed cultivation may be used as a tourism 

product through the homestay programme and may provide economic benefits to the 

interested and participating communities. Therefore, this study focuses on the 

development of homestay programme based on seaweed cultivation at Look Butun 

Village and Gellam-Gellam Village that may bring positive impact to the homestay 

operators when they are actively involved. This study used a qualitative approach as 

the primary approach. Multiple data collection methods (mixed methods) such as in-

depth interviews, surveys, field observation and secondary documents were used to 

obtain data. The results of this study show that the local communities and stakeholders 

express a positive view on homestay tourism development based on seaweed 

cultivation in their areas. Seaweed cultivation as a new homestay product shows huge 

potential as a tourism product that is approved by the local communities and 

stakeholders. In addition, this study also found that local communities and stakeholders 

anticipate positive impacts more than the negatives on the establishment of a 

homestay programme based on seaweed cultivation. This development of new 

homestay programme was introduced in November 2014 and the idea was welcomed 

by the local community in Look Butun and Gellam-Gellam Villages. However, a variety 

of internal and external challenges that hinder homestay programme based on 

seaweed cultivation were also identified as a major obstacle blocking this development 

of tourism projects that were tackled smoothly in the end.  Based on this study, the 

potential of homestay tourism development based on seaweed cultivation in Bum Bum 

Island is limited due to the lack of systematic planning of tourism. This study 

contributes to the tourism industry in Sabah when the study was first introduced 



vii 

 

homestay programme in Bum Bum Island and unique tourism products of seaweed 

cultivation. 

Keywords: Seaweed cultivation, Homestay programme, Community participation, Bum 
Bum Island 
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