Salicylate toxicity from ingestion of traditional massage oil
Abstract

A 16-month-old child developed a brief generalised tonic-clonic fitting episode and
vomiting at home, after accidental ingestion of traditional massage oil. As the patient
presented with clinical features of salicylate toxicity, appropriate management was
instituted. He was admitted to the intensive care unit for multiorgan support. The child
was discharged well 1 week after the incident. Methyl-salicylate is a common
component of massage oils which are used for topical treatment of joint and muscular
pains. However, these massage oils may be toxic when taken orally. Early recognition of

the salicylate toxicity is very important in producing a good patient outcome.



